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From the Commander COL Shawn A. Harris 
Operation Onward Liberty 16.  OOL 

16 will be the last advisor team from 

the United States to support the 

Armed Forces of Liberia. The 

Armed Forces of Liberia have 

shown great improvement over the 

years. However, they will face a 

major test during the 2017 election.  

The focus for my meetings in  

Comments from CSM Jerome Wren 
This week I travelled to 

Accra, Ghana with AFL and 

ECOWAS representatives to 

pay our respect and condolenc-

es to the Ghanaian Armed 

Forces on the untimely passing 

of one of their soldiers and our 

team member in Liberia. MAJ 

Ayorigo was assigned to Liberia 

as an military advisor to the 23rd 

IN BDE. 

MAJ Ayorigo, after finish-

ing his morning workout and 

run, began to feel some dis-

comfort in his chest. He was 

taken to the hospital for medical 

evaluation and expired later 

that evening of an apparent 

heart attack. MAJ Ayorigo 

leaves his 11 year old son to 

cherish his memories. 

(Above)  Obituary for Major Lawrence 

Adongo Ayorigo, ECOWAS Advisor. Rest 

in Peace our Brother in Arms. 

(Left top)  CSM Wren, AFL DCoS COL 

Dennis, AFL 23rd BDE XO, MAJ Holman, 

and ECOWAS advisor LTC Dottey meet 

with Ghanaôs CoS of the Army General 

Adeti (center). 

(Left bottom)  Ghanaôs Forces Sergeant 

Major, CSM Dickson Owusu and I discuss-

ing Ghanaôs NCO training. 
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This week the OOL 16 

Command Team was literally all 

over the world. CSM Wren was 

attending a funeral in Ghana for 

one of our fellow ECOWAS 

advisors, MAJ Ayorigo. I was back 

in Michigan meeting with senior 

leaders discussing the role for the 

Michigan National Guard post  

Michigan was to discuss in detail 

the roles for the Michigan National 

Guard 2017 and beyond. Some of 

the areas that we talked about 

were overall training support, 

medical readiness support and 

AFL support during the 2017 

election.                             

Continued on Page 5 

(Above)  Col. Shawn Harris, updates Maj. Gen. Gregory Vadnais, the state's adjutant general, and other senior leaders at the 
Joint Forces Headquarters in Lansing, Mich., Jan. 28, 2016. (Middle)  Col. Shawn Harris holds a conference call with the 
state's air surgeon, Col. Sidney Martin and Michigan's Air Guard leadership, Col. Vernetta Hughes and Maj. Ryan Kristoff, in 
Lansing, Mich., Jan. 28, 2016. Harris, Maj. Shannon Ruby, and Lt. Col. Lavetta Bennett, the State Medical Officer for the Michi-
gan National Guard, briefed on some of the medical logistics and challenges his team is tackling while deployed to Liberia. 
(Right)  Col. Shawn Harris updates the Michigan Military Affairs Legislative Liaison, Steven Kozera, on some of the challeng-
es in Liberia.  National Guard photo by Master Sgt. Denice Rankin/Released) 
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Deputy Commander Talking Points LTC Jim Flowers 
This deployment has provided a number of very 

unique professional development opportunities for OOL 

Team members as well as our ECOWAS, and AFL coun-

terparts. Over the past couple of weeks, I briefed the US 

Ambassador to Liberia as well as the USARAF Head-

quarters on the status of the AFL and OOL. Additionally, 

I met daily with the AFL Chief of Staff and Deputy Chief 

of Staff while COL Harris was in Michigan engaging our 

senior leaders on the post-OOL ñway forwardò. Also in 

the mix was a discussion with the AFL Brigade Com-

mander on combat power tracking, mission command, 

and revisions to the brigade battle rhythm. In short, my 

professional development opportunities ranged from the 

strategic civil-military relations level to the operational-

tactical level all within a very short time frameða memo-

rable experience. 

On a lighter note, the Engineer SCOUT mission is 

ahead of scheduled. Both roofing systems, electrical 

wiring, and much of the finish work on both general pur-

pose buildings is near completion. Job well done CW3 

Sexton and Soldiers of the 1434th Engineer Company! 
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Intel Advisor CPT Mark Grant 
Although the primary focus of 

the AFL and in particular the Joint 

Staff, is Armed Forces Day prepa-

ration, parallel planning on Exer-

cise Watch Over V with the Liberi-

an National Police (LNP) continues. 

The Police are relevantly new to 

the planning process, and are re-

ceiving some mentorship from the 

AFL J5 and assistant J7. 

  MAJ Laurin and I had an op-

portunity to attend the last joint 

meeting at the LNP Headquarters. 

During the meeting, CPT Gbodi, 

AFL J5, walked the police planners 

through the process on how to de-

termine the who, what, when, 

where as to allow the primary plan-

ners to sit down and lay out the 

framework and script that will allow 

each agency to begin their internal 

planning. 

(Above)  AFL J-Staff and LNP Planners 

along with OOL advisors conduct a re-

hearsal for the Watch Over V (WO-V) meet-

ing on 30JAN16. 

(Left top)  LNP WO-V planning meeting 

leaders conduct a roll call before the start 

of the meeting. Participants included AFL, 

LNP, DEA, BIN, and LFS. 

(Left bottom)  CPT Gbodi (standing at the 

white board), AFL J5, leads the WO-V plan-

ning group through the MDMP process. 
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(Left)   Building Two ï 

roofed, wired, and 

painted!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Left)  1434th Engineer 

Company Soldiers set 

roof trusses on 

Building One of the 

EBK multi-purpose 

room. 
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The J3/5/7 sections were very 

busy this week; LTC Forleh and 

MAJ Williams returned from their 

initial planning event for Western 

Accord in Burkina Faso on Mon-

day. CPT Kortu and 1SG Kollie 

both spent the week in Ganta sup-

porting AFL recruiting efforts; while 

CPT Gbodi worked with the staff to 

finalize events for Armed Forces 

Day. 

This weekôs efforts concluded 

with a community outreach project 

that had the AFL, BIN, MOD and 

Tumbanburg City Corporation em-

ployees performing a clean up 

campaign in Bomi County. The 

AFL band joined the clean-up ef-

forts by providing music, which 

motivated personnel while capti-

vating the children. In addition to 

the efforts in Bomi, the AFL  

Training & Operations Advisor MAJ Tiffianey Laurin 

(Top)  BIN and AFL soldiers conduct 

clean up in the community of 

Tumbanburg. 

(Right top)  LTC Forleh provides 

instructions to AFL Soldiers and BIN 

officials prior to community clean up.  

(Right Bottom)  J7 and the OSC Shop 

discuss upcoming U.S. schools and 

training opportunitiesΦ 

!ÃÒÏÎÙÍÓ 
 

 

AFLðArmed Forces of Liberia 

AFRICOMðAfrica Command 

BTCðBarclay Training Center 

CoSðChief of Staff 

DSCAðDefense Support to Civil Authorities 

EBKðEdward Binyah Kesselly 

ECOWASðEconomic Community of West Africa States 

DCoSðDeputy Chief of Staff 

MIARNGðMichigan Army National Guard 

MoDðMinistry of Defense 

QIPðQuick Impact Projects 

SATMOðSecurity Assistance Training Management Or-

ganization  

SCOUTðSecurity Cooperation Opportunity Unit Training 

UNMILðUnited National Mission in Liberia  

USARAFðUnited States Army Africa 

 

(Back row)  MAJ Laurin, MAJ 

Gibson, CPT Grant, MAJ Morton.   

 

(Front row)  LTC Flowers, COL 

Harris, CSM Wren, MAJ Ruby. 
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https://www.facebook.com/OOL16  

USARAF MWR:  http://italy.armymwr.com/europe/italy/  

USARAF HOME PAGE:  http://www.usaraf.army.mil/  
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simultaneously conducted clean up 

activities at their unit locations and 

barracks.  

https://www.facebook.com/OOL16

