
 

 

  

I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E :  

From the  

Commander  

1 

CSM Comments  1 

Acronyms  2 

Intel Advisor  2 

Deputy & Training/

Operations  

Advisor  

3 

DSCA & Engineer 

Advisor  

3 

Human Resources 

Advisor  

4 

Force Structure & 

Logistics Advisor  

4 

OOL Highlights  5 

Watch Over V  6 

Watch Over V  7 

OOL Highlights  8 

Operation Onward Liberty 2016 

1  J U L Y  2 0 1 6  E D I T I O N  2 5  

From the Commander COL Shawn A. Harris 
AFL and addressing all the behind 

the scenes requirements for this 

type fof mission. Compared to 

other Operation Onward Liberty 

teams, we are very small, but we 

are working as a team accom-

plishing the mission.  

With all the moving parts, our 

main focus was the Armed Forces 

of Liberia capstone training event, 

Watch Over V. BG Ziankahnôs 

intent for the AFL was to work 

with other Liberian security lead-

ers to ensure that all security 

forces plus the Liberian National 

Continued on Page 5. 

Comments from CSM Jerome Wren 
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Our mission here in Liberia is 

always very busy, but these last 

two weeks have been at 

unbelievable speed. Our team is 

small, but we have managed to 

brief our new commander in 

USARAF, MG Harrington, and our 

new U.S. Ambassador Christine 

Elder, conduct Watch Over V with 

the AFL and all internal security 

agencies, visited 28 ROTC cadets, 

and believe it or not we were able 

to see the First Lady Michelle 

Obama. Yes, the First Lady came 

to Liberia. My team has been doing 

an outstanding job advising the  

(Right top)  COL Harris presents Ms. Shelia Paskman, U.S. Embassy Charge dô Affaires, an OOL coin for her support to the 

team.  Photo provided by the U.S. Embassy.  (Right bottom)  COL Abubakar, COL Harris and COL Johnson observe Watch 

Over V exercise on 22-24 JUN 2016.  Photo by CPL Boye S. Mussah, AFL PAO. 

Procedures.   

The NCOôs took charge of  

their Soldiers and owned the mis-

sion by utilizing the fundamentals of 

Troop Leading. 

       The ROTC Cadets finished up 

a two week English Learning Pro-

gram and they assisted 57 AFL 

Soldiers improve their English skills. 

       One of the benefits of the  

program was that it will provide 

more opportunities for AFLôs Sol-

diers to attend training at US  

This is a continuation and 

follow up to the last newsletter and 

will touch on the roles the NCOs 

played in Watch Over V, the ROTC 

Cadet English Learning Program, 

MINUSMA training and the AFLôs 

first NCO/Soldier to attend our USA 

Ranger School. 

Exercise Watch Over came to 

an end this past week and although 

there is room for improvement at all 

levels, the NCOôs participating in 

the  exercise  demonstrated a great 

grasp on the Troop Leading 

Military Schools.  It also provided our 

future military leaders (Cadets) an 

experience to interact with our 

international military partners, a win-

win for all. 

        The AFL, although small in 

numbers when we compare them to 

the US Army, are truly regional and 

international partners. This week 

they begin unit mobilization training 

for an upcoming United Nation 

assignment that will provide 

operational, tactical, and combat 

Continued on Page 5. 

(Above left)  CSM Manqueh attends the Watch Over V exercise brief with secu-

rity partners.  (Above right)  SSG Lincoln (R), the 1st AFL NCO to attend US 

Army Ranger School. 

(Left)   A 

ROTC cadet 

bonding with 

a young Libe-

rian child 

during a 

group sport-

ing event 

between 

ROTC and 

AFL Soldiers.  
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Intel Advisor CPT Mark Grant 
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AFLðArmed Forces of Liberia 

AFRICOMðAfrica Command 

BTCðBarclay Training Center 

CoSðChief of Staff 

DIRIðDefense Institute Reform Initiative 

DSCAðDefense Support to Civil Authorities 

EBKðEdward Binyah Kesselly 

ECOWASðEconomic Community of West Africa States 

DCoSðDeputy Chief of Staff 

MIARNGðMichigan Army National Guard 

MoDðMinistry of Defense 

QIPðQuick Impact Projects 

SATMOðSecurity Assistance Training Management Or-

ganization  

UNMILðUnited National Mission in Liberia  

USARAFðUnited States Army Africa 
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    https://www.facebook.com/OOL16  

LINK TO ALL NEWSLETTERS:  

https://drive.google.com/folderview?id=0B3KfZj65hxcxeDQzYk9DRHVLb2c&usp=sharing  

USARAF MWR:  http://italy.armymwr.com/europe/italy/ 

USARAF HOME PAGE:  http://www.usaraf.army.mil/ 
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(Back row)  LTC Flowers, MAJ 

Rumbles, COL Harris, CSM 

Wren, and CPT Grant.  

 

(Front row)  MAJ Laurin, MAJ 

Gibson and MAJ Ruby. 

During last weekôs Watch Over V 

(WO-V) exercise, the AFL Joint Staff 

activated the National Military Response 

Center (NMRC). 

The purpose of the NMRC is to 

provide the CoS with a link between his 

staff and the Incident Commander. The 

NMRC is staffed with 4-6 Soldiers who 

monitor communications, track the de-

ployment of units and material, and pro-

vide the commander with critical infor-

mation needed to allow him to make key 

decisions.  

CPT Johnson, the AFL J2, served 

as the NMRC OIC. His duties included 

monitoring progress of the exercise, 

tracking the threat analysis, and provid-

ing BG Zainkahn with running situation 

updates. 

This yearôs WO-V provided a great 

opportunity to identify shortcomings and 

refine operating procedures as a build-

ing block to next yearôs exercise. 

(Above) Soldiers with 2nd BN con-

duct battle tracking during WO-V. 

(Below) NMRC records the latest 

SIGACTs and updates the map 

boards to keep the CoS informed 

on current operations. 

(Above) Members of the LNP and AFL 

man the Incident Command Post.  

(Below) Soldiers from the 23rd BDE 

conduct actions on the objective dur-

ing WO-V. 

https://www.facebook.com/OOL16
https://drive.google.com/folderview?id=0B3KfZj65hxcxeDQzYk9DRHVLb2c&usp=sharing
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DSCA & Engineer Advisor MAJ Todd Rumbles 

Deputy & Training/Operations Advisor MAJ Tiffianey Laurin 

When not focused on the Watch 

Over exercise the J7, LTC Dana,  

was preparing for their Annual Train-

ing Conference (ATC). The unit 

training officers briefed the J7 their 

fourth quarter training in preparation 

for ATC.  The ATC was briefed to 

the CoS this week. The ATC fo-

cused on an overview of  last yearôs 

training followed by a review and 

discussion of projected annual train-

ing for next year which starts in July.  

After receiving the CoS guidance the 

J7 will publish the Annual Training 

Directives. 

The OSC has been working with 

the J7 and AFL EOD leadership to 

discuss the plans for the upcoming 

EOD Mobile Training Team in Au-

gust. The team is meeting this week 

to conduct a VTC with the MTT in 

order to clarify training requirements. 

(Right top)  EOD MTT discussion with OSC, 

EOD, EATT, and OOL. 

(Right bottom)  Umpires and observers 

discuss Watch Over V scenario injects. 

(Bottom) COL Abubakar, MAJ Gwesa, and I 

observe ATC. 

The AFL moved Soldiers to Camp 

Ware to began MINUSMA training. I 

look forward to observing the upcom-

ing training in July.    

The AFL partnered with Liberian 

security agencies to conduct their 

annual Watch Over exercise last 

week. The AFL executed this multi-

agency exercise in order to validate 

their subordinate commands on key 

internal security operational tasks in 

support of their multi-agency security 

partners. 

The exercise was a big success!  

The Liberian National Police (LNP) 

led the exercise with all agencies 

supporting a scenario based on a 

national emergency to provide securi-

ty during the 2017 Presidential elec-

tions.  Knowing the history of the AFL 

during their recent civil wars, it was 

great to see them playing a support-

ing role to civilian agencies. 

The success of this operation 

was personally satisfying. Even be- 

(Top)  COL Harris & CSM Wren present AFL 

and LNP leadership with an OOL coin. 

(Bottom)  MAJ Rumbles planning the next 

scenario with AFL and LNP planners. 

fore  I arrived in Liberia, COL Harris 

told me my main mission in Liberia 

was to support the planning and 

execution of Watch Over.  This gave 

me the opportunity to advise several 

key leaders both in the AFL and 

LNP.  Seeing their growth and suc-

cess during the exercise left me feel-

ing very proud.  

The best thing about the suc-

cess of this exercise was the positive 

example it provided to the citizens of 

Liberia. This exercise confirmed that 

the government of Liberia security 

apparatus is ready and able to as-

sume the lead for all security opera-

tions as the UN draws down and 

transitions responsibility.  The AFL 

continues to demonstrate they are 

building a ñForce for Good!ò 


