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From the Commander COL Shawn A. Harris 
I want to be clear, this has not 

been an easy deployment. Liberia 

is still a very hazardous place for 

many medical issues. We have 

been tested. But the test was well 

worth the leadership skills that 

have been developed by senior 

leaders within and also outside of 

the Armed Forces of Liberia. The 

reason, I say outside the AFL, we 

have developed great relation-

ships with leaders at all levels 

throughout all security forces of 

Liberia.  

We still have some work to 

do.         Continued on Page 2. 

Comments from CSM Jerome Wren 
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As I look back over this 

deployment, we have built some 

strong relationships with our 

brothers and sisters from the 

Armed Forces of Liberia. Our 

mission is not over yet, but we are 

in the process of coming home. As 

the month of July is coming to an 

end, we have had the opportunity 

to celebrate two Independence 

Days; the 4th of July for the U.S. 

and the 26th of July for Liberia. This 

deployment has truly been a great 

experience for the development of 

leaders in the AFL and also on my 

team.  

(Right top)  COL Harris shakes hands with President Johnson Sirleaf after the U.S. Embassy donated equipment to the AFL.  

Photo provided by CPL Boye S. Mussah, AFL PAO.  (Right bottom)  COL Harris and with a local farmer at a co-op. 

I thought I had experiences and 

saw some of the worst drivers on 

the planet. Liberian drivers have 

made me appreciate the rush hour 

traffic and occasional road rage 

driver back home. 

Although Liberia is an English 

speaking country,  it is referred to 

as Liberian English.  In the begin-

ning I would sit and listen to my 

fellow Liberian NCOs discussing 

issues and only understand half of 

the conversation but now the dialect 

is clear. 

As we approach our tenth 

month in Liberia and begin our 

retrograde process for our return 

home; I want to reflect back on my 

experience here, the work that  

OOL 16 has accomplished, and  

the great strides the AFL has 

made. 

When I first arrived in country  

there was an adjustment phase that 

I went though.  As I look back the 

hardest adjustment for me was the 

local driving habits, mind you as a 

retired Michigan State Policeman,  

I had the opportunity to assist 

the AFL with their very first NCO 

Change of Responsibility Ceremony 

and the establishment of the new 

Forces Command Sergeant Major 

position at the AFL Headquarters. 

While I worked with the NCO 

Corp, the rest of the team worked 

with the headquarters staff to 

enhance and improve their 

operational planning processes. 

The success of any advisory 

team is the Continued on Page 2. 

(Above left)  COL Harris, CSM Manqueh and CSM Wren observing Independence Day rehearsal at BTC parade field.  

(Above middle)  Soldiers training for the MINUSMA mission receives instruction on the use of non-lethal force.  (Above 

Right)  MINUSMA Soldiers on the EBK range for weapons qualification and the final phase of  pre-deployment training. 
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AFLðArmed Forces of Liberia 

AFRICOMðAfrica Command 

BTCðBarclay Training Center 

CoSðChief of Staff 

DIRIðDefense Institute Reform Initiative 

DSCAðDefense Support to Civil Authorities 

EBKðEdward Binyah Kesselly 

ECOWASðEconomic Community of West Africa States 

DCoSðDeputy Chief of Staff 

MIARNGðMichigan Army National Guard 

MoDðMinistry of Defense 

QIPðQuick Impact Projects 

SATMOðSecurity Assistance Training Management Or-

ganization  

UNMILðUnited National Mission in Liberia  

USARAFðUnited States Army Africa 

R E D  C R O S S :   8 7 7 . 2 7 2 . 7 3 3 7 

T R I C A R E  N O R T H  R E G I O N :  8 7 7 . 8 7 4 . 2 2 7 3 

M I A R N G  H O M E  P A G E :   H T T P : / / M I N A T I O N A L G U A R D . C O M /

N E W S / 

    https://www.facebook.com/OOL16  

LINK TO ALL NEWSLETTERS:  

https://drive.google.com/folderview?id=0B3KfZj65hxcxeDQzYk9DRHVLb2c&usp=sharing  

USARAF MWR:  http://italy.armymwr.com/europe/italy/ 

USARAF HOME PAGE:  http://www.usaraf.army.mil/ 
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(Back row)  LTC Flowers, MAJ 

Rumbles, COL Harris, CSM 

Wren, and CPT Grant.  

 

(Front row)  MAJ Laurin, MAJ 

Gibson and MAJ Ruby. 

Comments from CSM Wren Continued from Page 1ð   

ability to step into the shadows and let their counter parts make the decisions and work through the tough problem without  any outside 

input; I believe we achieved our mission. This is evident by the current Mali pre-deployment training being conduct solely by the AFLôs 

training staff.  As the new AFL begins their 11th year of service and this six year OOL advisory operation comes to an end, the AFL has 

proven that they are more than capable of responding when duty calls.  As our team transitions out, I am confident that the men and 

women in the AFL will be successful in the future.  

From the Commander COL Harris    Continued from Page 1ð   

This deployment is not over yet. My team is completely focused on our mission, until we get on the plane going home. At that time, we 

will shake BG Ziankahnôs and CSM Manquehôs hands and say ñJob well done.ò At that point, there wonôt be anymore U.S. advisors on the 

ground with the AFL. That will be a great day. The Michigan National Guard will continue to support the AFL through our strong State 

Partnership Program. I fully expect to see BG Ziankahn and others leaders throughout my military career. The AFL is family. The next 

newsletter will come from Fort Bliss Texas. See you soon. 

https://www.facebook.com/OOL16
https://drive.google.com/folderview?id=0B3KfZj65hxcxeDQzYk9DRHVLb2c&usp=sharing
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DSCA & Engineer Advisor MAJ Todd Rumbles 

Deputy & Training/Operations Advisor MAJ Tiffianey Laurin 

This month weôve begun our 

transition from advising to redeploy-

ment activities. Iôve had the great 

pleasure of working with great men 

and women of the AFL and I look 

forward to hear of their future ac-

complishments and growth.  

I had the opportunity to go out 

to Camp Ware to visit the Soldiers 

preparing for a peace keeping mis-

sion to Mali next month. I accompa-

nied CPT Waka as he provided an 

overview of his experiences as a 

commander of a previous rotation. It 

was insightful to hear of his experi-

ences working with the UN and the 

Soldiers were very attentive.  

While there, I visited with 1SG 

Kollie, the J3 NCOIC, to thank him 

for his help this past year. And wish 

him well on his deployment to Mali, 

as the 1SG for their unit. 

(Right top)  1SG Kollie and I exchange gifts. 

(Right bottom)  CPT Waka (Deputy J7) gives 

a class on his Mali deployment.   

The Soldiers graduate from their pre-

deployment training next week.  

 I spent the past two weeks work-

ing on our travel arrangements to get 

us back home as well as completing 

administrative tasks. Fortunately 

weôve had two Independence Day 

celebrations and my birthday to break 

up the monotony.   

 The J3 & J5  planning efforts for 

the Liberian Independence Day pa-

rade paid off. The event went smooth-

ly and was a great way to end this 

month. The J5 is now planning OOL 

close out ceremony with the Embassy.  

  This has been a great experi-

ence, Iôve learned a lot from the AFL, 

EATT, and our team.  

With the Watch Over V exercise 

complete, COL Harris gave me one 

last mission to accomplish before 

redeploying.  After discussing it with 

the AFL Chief of Staff, BG Ziankahn, 

COL Harris asked me to help the AFL 

develop a Table Top Exercise (TTX) 

for the AFL to use as an exercise for 

all Liberian security agencies to dis-

cuss different national security emer-

gencies.  BG Ziankahnôs intent is to 

get the leadership from all the securi-

ty agencies together to talk through 

how they would respond to different 

emergency scenarios.  This would 

continue the cooperation at a high 

level that began with Watch Over V 

exercise. 

I took this assignment and built 

upon it to include a complete timeline 

of events starting with the TTX and  

(Top)  MAJ Rumbles attends the Liberian 

Security Intelligence meeting.   

(Bottom) MAJ Rumbles and MAJ Gibson 

present CPT Kokolu with an OOL Coin at his farewell party.  

building to another Watch Over exer-

cise scheduled a few months before 

the Liberian presidential elections in 

October 2017.  COL Harris and I 

briefed this plan to BG Ziankahn.  He 

immediately assigned the planning 

for this training to one of his brightest 

staff officers that just returned from 

the US Command & General Staff 

College.   

Now I must leave this plan in the 

good hands of the AFL Headquar-

ters staff as OOL begins its rede-

ployment efforts.  This has been a 

life changing experience and I look 

forward to watching the elections 

from across the ocean. 


